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8 END CREDITS MONTAGE 8

9 INT. LECTURE HALL -- AFTERNOON 9

A huge banquet hall in the lobby of a ritzy hotel.  A sign
at the entrance reads, "38th Annual Global Psychological
Association Conference: with Key Note speaker Dr. Ed
Southerland."  The room is packed.

ED SOUTHERLAND, 50s, paces the stage.  He is passionate,
energetic.

ED
Same atmosphere, same home, same
history, same abuse.  Twin brothers,
best friends.  One becomes a happily
married businessman, a model father. 
The other, a suicidal, homicidal
death row inmate.  Where the
divergence?  Monozygotic twins with
identical genetic substance.  

He sips his water.

ED
The discovery came casually,
accidentally, two months into my
case study.  Brett mentioned during
a session his brother's childhood
insomnia.  Further exploration
revealed that their mother, a 24
year-old student pursuing her PhD in
the evenings, was overwrought with
the sleepless child.  To null Brett
to sleep, she would read to him from
her homework.

He leans into the microphone.

ED
Five of the first six years of Brett
Watkins' life were spent being nightly
read the complex ideologies of
Kierkegaard, Hegel, Aristotle and
Plato.  Was this the moment of
divergence?  No child can decipher
Finnegan's Wake, nor understand the
complexities of Nietzsche's death of
God.  Certainly not!  For if so, the
methods of child-rearing our race
has practiced for the past twenty
centuries - the entire history of
our race - would have been misguided. 
It is this very possibility The
Southerland School has sought out to
discover.  And discover we have.



4.

10 INT. CONFERENCE LOBBY -- LATER 10

The lecture has ended.  PEOPLE mill about the lobby of the
auditorium, wine in hand.

In a corner, Ed is surrounded by five DOCTORS, engaged in a
heated argument.

ED
How many intelligible words do you
hear coming out of young parents'
mouths the first year of their babies'
lives?

DOCTOR #1
But studies have proven that
communication of that kind, verbal
non-verbals, is essential to a child's
ability to create vowel and consonant
sounds!

ED
Of course that's what studies show! 
Because no studies have ever been
attempted to prove that other methods
are more effective, and the "goo"
and "gaa" introduction to language
can essentially stifle a mind's
potential.  Our ultimate goal isn't
to undo the way people parent, but
to simply emphasize rational
responses, to downplay emotional
outbursts by not rewarding them with
any type of productive response.

DOCTOR #2
And you're doing that by taking
children away from their homes?

ED
Let's be honest with ourselves. 
People fight.  Mom and Dad fight. 
We fight with siblings.  But the
question that's most important is
how we fight, and why we fight in
the way we do.  When a child sees
her mother screaming at her father,
she's learned that such outbursts
are normal, acceptable--"human," as
pop culture claims.

ANGRY DOCTOR
But they are human!!!


